
Staff has identified some inconsistencies in our fence regulations.  Please see the 
schematic on the following page for a detailed description of the issue.  In order to 
address this issue, Staff recommends the following changes to the Zoning Ordinance 
(Deleted text is struck through.  Added text is bolded and underlined.): 

Section 1101 B. Fences, Walls, and Hedges 
 

Notwithstanding other provisions of this ordinance, fences, walls, and hedges 
may be permitted in any required yard, or along the edge of any yard except as 
prohibited in Subsection 1101 A above.   

1. In any residential district, no fence or wall shall exceed eight (8) feet in 
height and shall not extend past the front of the principal building.  
Between the principal building and the street right-of-way, no fence or 
wall shall exceed four (4) feet in height.  Tennis court fencing shall not 
exceed twelve (12) feet, and baseball backstops shall not exceed sixteen 
(16) feet.  Fences constructed along a front property line shall not 
exceed four (4) feet in height. 
 
In commercial or industrial districts, no fence or wall shall exceed fifteen 
(15) feet in height and shall not extend past the front of the principal 
building.  Between the principal building and the street right-of-way, no 
fence or wall shall exceed six (6) feet in height. 
 
The height of such fences and walls shall be measured from the finished 
grade to top of the individual sections.  The finished grade shall not 
include measurements from the top of a berm. 

9. Fences, walls or vegetation that interfere with clear vision (i.e. Vision 
Triangle, as defined by this Ordinance) at or near a public or private 
street, alley, driveway or other means of ingress or egress such that the 
sight of oncoming vehicular or pedestrian traffic is impaired for users of 
such ingress or egress are prohibited. 

 
The Planning Commission needs to conduct a public hearing on this item and formulate 
a recommendation for the Board of Commissioners. 



Lot B has installed a privacy 
fence measuring 6’ in height 
along the property lines. The 
fence does not project past 
the front of Lot A and Lot C 
buildings.  Since the fence 
was erected by owner of Lot 
B, the fence is in violation of 
the Zoning Ordinance.  

According to 1101 B.1. of the 
Rutherford County Zoning 
Ordinance, “Between the 
principal building and the 
street right of way, no fence or 
wall shall exceed four (4) feet in 
height. Illustration  shows the 
limits at which all three lots  
fence heights can measure over 
four feet.  

If owners of Lot A and Lot C 
installed a fence before Lot B, 
the result for Lot B would be 
the same as Graphic 2 and 
would be compliant with the 
Zoning Ordinance.  
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Fence Height Regulations 
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